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SHE nnil Sheldon winced ns
saw lier blow, like n boy, n

sharp. Imperious whistle, the
call slio always used for her sailors
nnd that always made him wince.

"They're gone up the llnlcsunn,
shooting llsh." he explained. "But there
comes Oleson with Ills boat's crew,
lie's an old warhorso when he gets
started. Fee him banging the boys.
They don't pull fast enough for him."

"And now wlint's to he done?" slio
asked. "You've treed your game, but
you can't keep It treed."

"Xo, but I can tench them n lesson."
Sheldon walked over to the big bell.
"It Is nil right." he replied to her

gesture of protest. "My boys are prac-
tically all htislnnen. while tlvso chaps
arc salt water men, and there's no lovo
lost between them. You watch the
fun."

lie rang a general call, and by the
time tlie 'JOO laborers trooped Into the
compound Satan was once more
penned In the living room, complaining
to high heaven at hi abominable
treatment. The plantation hands were
dancing war dances around the base
of every tree and tilling the air with
abuse and vituperation of their heredi-
tary enemies The skipper of the
Flibberty Gibbet arrived In the thick
of it. In the tirst throes of oncoming
fever, staggering as he walked and
shivering so severely that ho could
scarcely hold the rifle lie carried. Ills
face was ghastly blue, his teeth clicked
nnd chattered, and the violent sun- -

shine through which he walked could
not warm him.

"I'll lt down and a
guard on 'em." he chattel ed. h

it all. I always when
there's nny excitement.
nro you going to do!"

"Gather up the guns first of all."
Under Sheldon's directiou the house

boys and gang bosses collected the
scattered arms nnd piled them In a
heap on the veranda. The modern
rifles, stolen from Lunga, Sheldon set
aside, the Sniders he stnnshed into
fragments, the pile of spears, clubs
and tomahawks he presented to Joan

Down on the beach he built a bon-
fire out of the contents of the canoes,
his blacks smashing, breaking and
looting everything they laid hands on.
The canoes themselves, splintered and
broken, tilled with sand and coral
bowlders, were towed out to teu fath-
oms of water and sunk.

"Ten fathoms will be deep enough
for them to work in," Sheldon said as
they walked back to the compound.

Here n saturnalia had broken loose.
Tho war songs and dances were more
unrestrained, and troui abuse the plan-
tation blacks had turned to pelting
their helpless foes with pieces of wood,
handfuls of (lobbies and chunks ot
coral rock. And the seventy-liv- e lusty
cannibals clung stoically to their tiee
perches, enduring the rain of missiles
and snarling down promises of venge-
ance.

"There'll be wain for forty years on
Malalta on account of this," Sheldon
laughed. "Hut I fancy old Telepaso
will neer again attempt to rush a
plantation.

"Eli, you old scoundrel," he added,
turning to the old chief, who sat gib-
bering In Impotent rage at the toot
of the steph. "Now head belong joti
bang 'in too. Come on, .Miss Lack-
land, bang 'm Just once. It will be the
crowning indignity."

"Ugh. he's too dirty. I'd rather give
him n bath. Here you, Adamu Adam,
give this devil a wash Soap and
water! Fill that washtnb. Ornllri. run
and fetcli 'm scrub brush."

The Tahltlans. back from their fish-
ing and grinning at the bedlam or the
compound, enteied Into the Joke.

"Tainbo! TmnboJ" shrieked the can-nlbnl- s

from the trees, nppalled at so
nwful a desecration, ns they saw their

blef tumbled Into the tub and the
sacred dirt rubbed and soused from
tils body.

Joan, who hud gone Into the buuga-ow- ,

tosbed down a strip of white
allco, In which old Telepasse was

promptly wrapped, and he stood forth,
csploudcnt and purltlcd, withal he

still spat and strangled from the soap--ml- s

with which Noa Noah had gargled
'lis throat.

Tho house boys were directed to fetch
'laudcuffs, aud, one by one. tho Lunga
unaways wero hauled down out of

'heir trees and made fast. Sheldon
roucd them In pairs and ran a steel
lialn through tho links of the Irons
Jogoomy was given n lecture for his
Mutinous conduct and locked up for the
ifleruoon. Then Sheldon rewarded the
limitation bands with an afternoon'
'lollday, nnd when they bad with
drawn from the compound permitted
he Port Adams men to descend from

i ho trees. And all afternoon he aud
loan loafed In the cool of tho veranda

t:id watched them diving down and
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emptying their sunken canoes or tnc
Fnnd nnd rooks. It was twilight when
they embarked and paddled away with
a few broken paddles. A breeze had
sprung up. and the Tllbberty Gibbet
had already sailed for I.unga to return
the runaways

Sheldon wa back In the plantation
superintending the building of a bridge
when the schooner Miilakula ran In

close and dropped anchor .loan watch-
ed the taking in of sail and the swing
log out of the boat with n sailor's Inter
est, and herself met liie two men who
came ashore.

They seemed awkward and constrain
ed In her precence. nnd he caught hrt
one and then the other looking nt her
with secret ctirloltr She felt that
they were weighing nr. appraising her

and for the first time the anomalous
position she occupied on Uerande sank
sharply home to her. On the other
hand, they puzzled her.

The elder one. Morgan, was n huge
man. brouzed and mustnehed. with a
deep bass volio and tin nlniost gut tern I

speech, nnd the other. Kiilf. was slight
and effeminate, with nervous bands
and watery washed out gray eyes.

She watched Sheldon closely when
ho urtlved and divined that he was not
particularly delighted to sep them. Itut
see them he must, and so pressing was
the need that he led the two men Into
the stuffy oillce. Later in the afternoon
she asked I.alaperu wheie they had
gone.

"My word." quoth I.alaperu. "plenty
wall; about, plenty look 'tn. Look 'in
tree; look 'in ground belong tree; look
'm nil fella bridge: look 'in copra
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house; look 'in grass laud; look 'in
river; look 'in whaleboat my word,
plenty big fella look 'in too much."

"What fella man them two fella T
she queried.

"Big fella marster along white man,"
was tho extent of tils description.

But Joan decided that they wero men
of Importance In the Solomons und
that their examination of tho planta-
tion and of Its accounts was of sinis-
ter significance.

At dinner no word was dropped that
gave u hint of their errand. The con-

versation was on general topics, but
Joan could not help noticing tho
troubled, absent expression that occa-
sionally camo Into Sheldon's eyes. Aft
er coffee she left them, and at mid-
night, from across the compound, she
could hear tho low murmur ot their
voices nnd see glowing tho fiery ends
of their cigars. Op early herself, she
found they had already departed ou
another tramp over the plantation.

"What you think?" Bhe asked Via-hur- t.

"Sheldon marster ho go along finish
short time llttlo bit," was tho an-
swer.

"What do you think?" sho asked Orn-Art- .

"Sheldon mnrster big fella walk
about along Sydney. Yes, mo t'lnk so.
lie Mulsh ulong Uerande."

"What mime?" she asked lightly
when Sheldon sat down to dinner.

Do looked at tier und smiled, but it
was a very wan and wistful smile.

"My word." she went on "One big
fella talk. Sun be go down talk-talk- ;

sun he come up talk-talk- ; all the time
talk-tal- What name that fella talk-talk?-

"Oh. nothing much." He shrugged
his shoulders, "They wero trying to
buy Ucrande, that was all."

"Don't let us fence about It," she
urged. "Let It bo straight talk be-
tween us. You're la trouble. I'm not
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Insist on Thedford's

n fool. Tell me. nesines. i may do
able to help, to to suggest some-
thing."

In tlie pause t lint followed he
seemed to debate, not so much
whether lie would tell her. as how to
begin to tell her

"I'm Auierii'iin. you see." she per
sisted. "and our American heritage Is
a large panel of business sense. I

don't like It myself, but I know I've
got It at least more than you have.
Let us talk It over and liud a way
out. How much (In you owe?"

"A thousand pounds and a few
trifles over small hills, you know
Then. too. thirty of the boys finish
their time next week and their bal
niices will average 11) each. But
what Is the need of bothering yotii
head with It? Really, you know"

"What Is Rerande worth right
now';'

"Whatever Morgan and itatr are
willing to pay for It." A glance in
her hurt expression decided him
"Ilughle and I have sunk S.O0O In
It and our time. It is a good prop
erty and worth more than that, lint
It has threo years to run before its
returns begin .to come In. That Is whj
Hiighie and I engaged In trading aud
recruiting. The Jessie and our sta
lions cniiie very near to paying the
running expenses of Rerande."

"And Morgan and I'alT offered you
what?"

"A thousand pounds clear after pay-

ing all bills."
"The thieves!" she cried. "How

"Jiuch do you need to carry on Re-

rande for three years?" Joan hurried
on.

"Two hundred bovs at 0 a year
means :i.r,oo thatV the main Item."

"My. how cheap labor does mount

up! Thirty-si- s hundred pounds, 18,-00- 0,

just for a lot of cannibals! Yet
the place Is good security. You could
go down to Sydney and raise the mon-

ey."
He shook his head.
"You can't get them to look at plan-

tations down there. They've been
taken in too often. But I do hate to
glvo the place up more for llughle's
sake, I swear, than ray own. Ho was
bound up in It Wo wero running
slowly behind, but with tho Jessie we
hoped to muddlo through In some
fashion."

"Y'ou were muddlers, tho pair of you.
without doubt. But you needn't sell
to Morgan and Raff. I shall go down
to Sydney ou the next steamer, aud
I'll come back in a secondhand schoon-
er. I should bo able to buy ono for

5,000 or 11.000"

Ho held up his hand in protest, but
sho waived It aside.

"I may manage to freight a cargo
back as well. At any rate, the schooner
will take over tho Jesslo's business.
I'm going to become & partner In
Berando to tho extent of my bag of
sovereigns I've got over fifteen hun-
dred of them, you know. We'll draw
up an agreement right now that Is,
with your permission, nnd I know you
won't refuso It"

Ho looked nt her with good natured
amusement

"You know I sailed hero all tho way
from Tahiti iu order to bocomo a plant-
er," sho insisted. "You know what
my plans were. Now l'vo changed
them, that's nil. I'd rather bo a part
owner of Berando and get my returns
In three years, thnn break ground on
Parl-Sula- y and wait seven years."

"And this cr this Bchooncr" Shel-
don changed his mind and stopped.

"Yes, go on."
"You won't bo angry?" ho queried.
"No, no; this Is business. Go on."
"You er you would run her your-

self? Bo the captain, lu short, and go
recruiting ou Mnlalta?"

"Certainly. Wo would Bavo tho cost
of a skipper. Under an agreement you
would bo credited with a manager's
salary and I with a captain's. It's quite
simple. Besides, if you won't let mo bo
your partner I shall buy Parl-Sula-

get u much smaller vessel and run her
mrsobf. --So want Is tho difference?"

"Tho difference? Why, all the dif-
ference In tho world. In tho enso of
Parl-Sula- y you would bo on an Inde-

pendent venture. You could turn can-

nibal for nil I could Intcrfero In the
mutter But on Bernnde you would bo
my partner, nnd then I would bo re-

sponsible. And of course 1 couldn't
permit you. ns my partner, to bo skip-
per of n recruiter. I tell you, tho thing
Is what I would not permit nny sister
or wlfo of initio"

"But I'm not going to bo your wife,
thank goodness only your partner."

"Besides. It's all ridiculous," ho held
on steadily. "Think of tho situation.
A man nnd a woman, both young,
partners on an Isolated plantation.
Why, tho only practical way out would
be that I'd have to marry you"

"Mine was a business proposition,
not n marriage proposal," sho Inter-
rupted, coldly angry. "1 wonder if
somewhere In this world there Is one
man who could accept me for a

"But you nro a womnn Just the
same." lie began, "and there arc cer-
tain conventions, certain decencies"

She sprang up nnd stnmped her foot
"Do you know what I'd llko to say?"

she demanded.
"Yes." he Binlled. "You'd llko to say,

'-D- petticoats!' "

CHAPTER XII.
Tim i.oatc or youth.

nodded her head ruefully.

SHE "That's what I wanted to
but It sounds different on

your lips. It souuds as though
you meant It yourself nnd thnt you
meant It because of me. Well, I am
going to bed. Let me bo your partner
and you'll see me rattle the dry bones
of the Solomons. Confess, I've rattled
yours already."

"I should say so," ho answered.
"Really, you know, you huve. I never
received such n dressing down In my
life. If any one had ever told mo
that I'd bo a party even to the present
situation Yes, I confess you have
rattled my dry bones pretty consider-
ably "

"Rut that Is nothing to tho rattling
they are going to get," she assured him
as he rose and took her hand. "Good
night. And do. do give me a rational
decision In the morning."

"I wish I knew whether you are
merely lfcndstroiig or whether you
really intend to lie a Solomon planter,"
Sheldon said in the morning at break-
fast.

"I wish you were more adaptable,"
Joan retorted "You have more pre-

conceived notions than any man I ever
met Why In the name of common
sense. In the name of fair piny, can't
you get It Into your head that 1 am
dlffetent from the women you have
known and treit me accordingly? You
surely ouch! to know I am different.
I sailed my oui schooner here skip-
per. If j ou please. I came here to
make my living You know that: I've
told you often enough. It was dad's
plan, and I'm carrying It out, just as
you are trying to carry out your
Hughlo's plan. Dad started to sail and
sail until he could find the proper
Islands for planting, ne died, and I
sailed and sailed until I arrived here.
Well." she shrugged her shoulders,
"the schooner is at the bottom of tho
sea; I can't sail any farther; therefore
I remain here. And a planter I shall
certainly be. Do you want me for a
partner?"

"Rut do you realize that I would bo
looked upon as the most foolish Jack-nnap- e

In the south seas If I 'took a
young girl like you In with me here
on Bernnde?" ho asked.

"No; decidedly not But thero you
nro again, worrying about what Idiots
and tho generally evil minded will
think of you. I should havo thought
you had learned self reliance on Be-

rando, Instead of needing to lean upon
the moral support of every whisky
guzzling, worthless south sea vaga-
bond."

lie smiled and said:
"Yes, that Is tho worst of It You

aro unanswerable. Yours Is the logic
of youth, and no man can answer that
Tho facts of life have no pince Iu the
logic of youth. Youth must try to live
according to Its logic. The fncts always
smash youth's logic, and they usually
smash youth's heart, too. It's like
Platonic friendships nnd-n- nd all such
things; they are all right In theory, but
they won't work In practice.

"Suppose wo do become partners on
Beraude," he said, "either I'll full In
lovo with you or you with me. Pro-

pinquity Is dangerous, you know. In
fact, It Is propinquity that usually
gives tho facer to the logic of youth."

"If you think I eamo to tho Solo-

mons to get married," she began
wrnthfully. "Well, thero nro better
men in Ilnwall, that's all. Beally, you
know, tho way you harp on that ono
string would lead an unprejudiced
listener to conclude thnt you aro pru-

rient minded"
She stopped, appalled. Ills faco had

gone red aud whlto with such abrupt-
ness as to startle her. Ho was pa-

tently very nngry. Sho sipped tho
last of her coffee, nud arose, saying:

"I'll wait until you nro In a better
temper before taking up tho discussion
again. That Is what's tho matter with
you. You get angry too easily. Will
you come swimming? Tho tldo is Just
right"

"If sho wero a man, I'd bundlo her
off tho plantation, root and crop,
whaleboat, Tahltlan sailors, sover-
eigns, and all," ho said to himself
after sho had left tho room.

B t that was tho trouble. Sho was
not i man, und where would she go,
and what would happen to her?

Ho got to his feet, lighted a ciga-
rette, und her Stetson bat, hanging on
the wall over her revolver belt, cuught
bis eye. That was tho devil of it, too.
no did not want her to bo. After all,

sho lint! not grown nil yeT. Never
again would ho Itno his temper with
her. Sho was n child; ho must re-- j
member that. Ho sighed heavily But

l why In reasonableness had such a
child been Incorporated In such n wom-
an's form?

Her trilling laughter smote, upon his
reverie nnd ho stepped to tho screen
door, through which ho could sco her
running down tho path to tho beach.
At her heels ran two of her sailors,
Pnpeliarn and Mnhamcme, in ncnrlet
Inva-Iava- with naked sheath knives
gleaming In their belts. It was an
other sample of her wilfulness. De-

spite entreaties nnd commands, nnd
wnrnlngs of tho dnngcrs from sharks,
sho persisted in swimming nt nny nnd
nil times, nnd by special preference.
It seemed to him. Immediately after
eating.

Ho watched her take tho water, div-
ing cleanly like n hoy, from the end
of the llttlo pier, nnd ho wntched her
strike out. with single overhand stroke,
her henchmen swimming a dozen feet
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TEMPER."

away on either side. . IIo did not havo
much faith in their ability to bent off
n hungry man eater, though ho did
believe implicitly that their lives
would go bravely before hers In case
of an attack.

Straight out they swam, their heads
growing smaller and smaller. Thero
was a slight restless heave to tho sea,
and soon tho three heads were disap-
pearing behind it with greater fre-
quency. He strained his eyes to keep
them In sight, and finally fetched the
telescopo on to the veranda. A squall
was making over from tho direction of
Florida; but then sho and her men
Inughed at squalls and tho white,
choppy sea nt such times.

The squall blackened the sky, beat
the ocean white where he had last seen
the three heads, and then blotted out
sea and sky nnd everything with Its
deluge of rain. It passed on, nnd Be-

rnnde emerged In the bright sunshine
ns the three swimmers emerged from
the sea. Sheldon slipped Inside with
the telescope nnd through the screen
door watched her run up the path,
shaking down her hair as she ran, to
tho fresh water shower under the
house.

On the veranda that afternoon he
broached the proposition of a chaperon

" " "CHAPTER. XIII.
TIIE JIAIITHA.

wero deep in a game of

TnEY the next morning,
the 11 o'clock breakfast,

when Vlaburi entered and an-

nounced:
"Big fella schooner close up."
Even ns he spoke, they heard tho

rumble of chain through hawse pipe,
und from tho veranda saw n big black
painted schooner swluglug to her just
caught anchor.

"It's a Yankee," Joan cried. "Seo
that bow! Look at that elliptical stern!
Ah, I thought so" as tho stars and
stripes fluttered to the masthead.

"Martha, San Francisco," Sheldon
read, looking through the telescope.
"It's tho first Yankee I ever heard of
In the Solomons. They nro coming
ashore, whoever they are. And, by
Jove, look at those men nt the ours.
It's an all white crew. Now. what rea-bo- n

brings them here?"
"They're not proper sailors," Joan

commented. "I'd be ashamed of a crew
of black boys that pulled in such a
fashion. Look at that fellow in tho
bow tho one Just Jumping out; he'd bo
moro ut home on u cow jKiny."

Tho boat's crew scattered up and
down tho beach, ranging about with
eager curiosity, while the two men who
had sat in the stem sheets opened tho
gato and came iqi the path to tho bun-galo-

One of them, a tall nud slender
inau, was clad In white ducks that fit-
ted him like a seml-mllltar- y uniform.
Tho other man. in nondescript gar-incu- ts

that were both of tho sea and
shoro and that must have been uncom-
fortably hot, slouched und shambled
like un overgrown npe. To completo
tho Illusion, his faco seemed to sprout
in all directions with a dense bushy
mass of red whiskers, while bis eyes
wero small und sharp and restless.

Sheldon, who had gone to tho head
of tho steps, Introduced them to Joan.
Tho bewhlskered individual, who
looked llko a Scotchman, had tho Teu-
tonic name of Von mix and spoke
with an American accent. The tall
man In tho well fitting ducks, who
cave the English naias of Tudor John
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